Press release – Immediate.

Contact:  Jeannie Blumer, W-2/Economic Support Supervisor, Green County Human Services, N3152 State Road 81, Monroe WI  53566  jblumer@gchsd.org
********************************************************************************************
GREEN COUNTY ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM BEGINS – EXPANDED ELIGIBILITY FOR FAMILIES
It’s hard to believe fall will soon be here, and with the fall weather there comes the need to turn on your furnace for the first time.  Are you someone that has struggled with the increased costs of fuel?  Do you know of someone that has been disconnected from their fuel source because they couldn’t pay the bill?  If so, perhaps the Green County Energy Assistance Program could help.

Eligible households will receive a benefit towards their heating and electric usage that is sent directly to the heating and electric vendors used by the household.  These benefits are designed to pay part of the yearly energy costs for a household.

The government has expanded the eligibility for the energy assistance program to 60% of the state median income, thus allowing additional families to receive assistance.
Energy Assistance eligibility is based on the income of the household (no asset test) and the following income chart can be used to determine if you’re eligible for the program.   We look at the previous 3 months income to determine eligibility for Energy Assistance. 
So, if you need help with your heating costs and your household income is within these guidelines, please give the Green County Energy Assistance Program a call at 608.328.9344 and request an appointment to meet with an energy staff member or a request a mail-in application.
INCOME GUIDELINES FOR THE 2009-2010 WHEAP HEATING SEASON
60 PERCENT OF STATE MEDIAN INCOME GUIDELINES
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1

1,953.00

    5,859.00

 23,435.00
2

2,554.00

    7,661.00

 30,645.00
3

3,155.00

    9,464.00

37,856.00
4

3,756.00

  11,267.00

45,067.00
5

4,356.00

  13,069.00

52,277.00
6

4,957.00

 14,872.00

59,488.00
7

5,070.00

 15,210.00

60,840.00
8

5,183.00

 15,548.00

62,192.00
